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Welcome back we hope you all had a wonderful and   

relaxing Easter break. We can’t believe we are en-

tering your child’s final term of their Reception year! 

 

This newsletter aims to give you a brief overview of what 

Year R will be learning over this term but, as always, keep 

more up to date through our website class page here. 
 

In year R we don’t follow set 

topics, but teach specific skills, following the chil-

dren’s interests as they develop. Some interests 

we have followed in the Summer in the past have 

included: holidays, minibeasts, pirates and foot-

ball. 

 

This term we are excited to welcome Miss  

Edwards to our year R team, she is a PGCE stu-

dent who will be working across the two classes,  

although mainly in Hedgehogs. 
 
 

In year R we work towards the early learning goal of being able to write sim-

ple sentences that the children can read themselves and that others can 

read also. They do not yet need to be using a full stop and capital letter, 

but we do encourage them to use spaces to separate their words, as this 

facilitates them being able to read what they have written! Most children 

will write if they have the motivation, so try and hook into the children’s in-

terests to make writing practical and fun.  

 

Support writing at home by encouraging your child to write cards to their 

friends or family, send notes to important people and make up stories to-

gether. Your child may want to draw the pictures for the story and you sup-

port them writing it. Spelling is often asked about in year R, It is best that chil-

dren try and use their phonics skills to sound out words themselves, the 

spelling will often be ‘wrong’ but this does build a foundation for independ-

ent writing and spelling will develop as they gain more experience. Words 

to correct are what we call ‘red’ words—these are words that cannot easily 

be sounded out, for example ‘the’, ‘said’ and ‘was’ are all common words 

that don’t follow the normal phonic rules. 

 

Each day we have a phonics session where we revisit sounds we have pre-

viously learnt and introduce a new sound for the day. The children are giv-

en opportunities to apply their phonics skills by reading and writing words 

and sentences within this time. This term we will start to look at alternative 

sounds such as ‘ai’ in rain as opposed to ‘ay’ in say as well as looking at 

consonant clusters which are found at the beginning and end of words e.g. 

flag, drip and damp.  

Literacy 

Important Dates 

8th May Reception trip 

to Chalkhill Down But-

terfly Reserve. 

17th May Rabbits Class 

Assembly 

24th May Hedgehogs 

Class Assembly 
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This term we will be focussing on: number recognition and ordering numbers 

to 20, addition and subtraction, doubles and halves, naming and describing 

3D shapes, time, capacity, distance, directional and positional language. 

 

We use a very practical approach to learning about doubles and halves. The children 

will be given opportunities to cut shapes in half and make pizzas from playdough and 

cut them in half—trying to make sure we are being as fair as possible. In addition to this 

we will be looking at halving numbers by sharing them into two groups of objects or by 

‘cutting’ numicon down the middle to find half. We will also be using objects, numicon 

and our fingers to double numbers by adding two of the same number together.  

 

We will also be building up our addition and subtraction skills, starting to add and take 

away by counting on and back from the starting number. This helps eliminate careless 

mistakes in counting. Help your child get ready for this by encouraging them to count on 

and back from different starting points. 
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Important Information 

On a Thursday afternoon (and Wednesday morning in Rab-

bits) Miss Hutchins and Mrs Sibbons are teaching in Year R. 

They will be teaching music before half term and RE after 

half term, covering ‘moving on’ and exploring musical instru-

ments. 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesi-

tate to come and see Miss Scott and Mrs Moore at the end 

of the day. 

Reminder: Please  

remember a water 

bottle and your  

reading journal  

everyday. 

Maths 

PE kits need to be in school all week (including trainers) and everything 

must be named. PE is taught on a Friday, but we are often active at oth-

er times during the week, particularly in the lead up to sports day, so it is 

handy to have PE kits available every day.   

 

We still visit the Woodland Walk on a Tuesday afternoon, although we 

occasionally swap days to get the best of the weather!  

 

Summer brings hot weather, please ensure your child has a named hat 

in school. If you want to provide named suncream for your child, that is 

fine, but we are unable to apply it—they will need to do this themselves.  

 

Library day is Wednesday and children will have the opportunity to re-

turn books and take out new ones. Children are allowed two books at 

any time. The library is open after school for children to change 

books as necessary. Don’t forget the Worthy 10 Challenge is still 

ongoing, it’d be great to give out some more prizes! 

 

Please ensure you sign your child’s planner weekly and ensure 

you record their reading. Aim to read with your child as often as 

you can, or at least 3 times a week. Please feel free to write any 

notes in there that you’d like us to see, but please do remind 

your child to show us as we do not check planners daily. 

School Trips 
 

On May 8th 

Year R will be 

going to the 

Chalkhill Down 

Butterfly Re-

serve to learn 

all about con-

serving these 

beautiful in-

sects. If you are 

available to 


