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Sex Education at Kings Worthy Primary School 
 Parents’ Survey Results 

 
A questionnaire was sent to parents of Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils, requesting feedback about how Sex 
Education is taught at Kings Worthy Primary School.  
 

27 questionnaires were returned (some of which related to additional siblings). The returns were roughly 
equally split between boys and girls, with slightly more girls’ parents responding; they were roughly equally 
split between the three year groups, with slightly more Year 5 responses. 
 

Of the 27 respondents, the majority (89%) were “satisfied” or above with the current provision of Sex 
Education at Kings Worthy Primary School. 67% were either “happy or very happy”, with 12 out of the 27 
responses being highly supportive and complimentary about how Sex Education is taught at our school.  
 

2 respondents “dissatisfied” with how Sex Education is taught at Kings Worthy Primary School. One further 
response was less than satisfactory. So 11% of the responses were less than satisfactory. 
 
What parents think we do well 
Mostly parents were pleased about how “the subject was well-handled and gave the children plenty to think 
about”. The teachers were thanked because they made the topic of sex “non-threatening and normal”, and 
dealt with issues in a “sensitive” and “sympathetic” way. 
 

Several parents were happy that at Kings Worthy Primary School “children are informed about sex in the 
classroom, rather than hearing a version of it from their peers in the playground”, or getting a “skewed idea” 
about sex from the media.  
 

Several parents commented on the valuable conversations at home that had been prompted by the Sex 
Education lessons, not only involving children of the targeted Year groups, but also including younger 
siblings! Equipping children with the appropriate language and knowledge from a young age was seen as 
beneficial, as it enables them to “grow up confident to talk about sex and relationships”. One (Year 4) parent 
discovered through this discussion that her child “found the subject interesting and not embarrassing – it 
was a lovely moment.”   
 

Likewise some parents commented that their children preferred learning about sex with their classmates, 
rather than just hearing it from their parents at home, because “sometimes her friends asked questions that 
she wanted to ask.”  
 
What parents think could be improved 
The parents who were less happy about Sex Education at Kings Worthy Primary School felt that Year 4 was 
too young to begin learning about the subject. In particular, several parents expressed concern about the 
idea/images of sexual intercourse and child-birth being shown to Year 4 children. Some felt that this would 
be more appropriate for Year 5 or 6 (or never!). However, other parents felt that it is “important to target (Sex 
Education) from Year 4”, stating that they are still young enough “to be happy to talk about things and not be 
embarrassed”. 
 

Although parents have the right to withdraw their child from Sex Education lessons, these particular 
respondents felt that their “hands were tied”, as their child’s peers would still be receiving the information 
and would “undoubtedly” share this with them on the playground. Hence they felt they had “no choice” but to 
allow their child to participate in Sex Education lessons, before their parents felt they were ready. 
 

There was some confusion about the order of topics covered in the sessions, because of the titles of the 
DVDs. Several parents commented that the topic of puberty should be covered earlier than sexual 
intercourse. In reality, during classroom discussions, the majority of the time is actually spent discussing 
puberty and periods with the Year 4 girls in particular, as it is most relevant to them. We do explain this to 
parents during the after-school meeting, but very few parents attend this meeting. One parent suggested 
that we provide parents with a detailed break-down of topics covered in each year group, to clarify this 
matter. However, it is important to note that the precise content of the Sex Education lessons is usually led 
by the children themselves, as issues arise through their questions. 
Many parents were happy with the progression of topics, and commented that it was good to have repetition 
built in from Year 4 to Year 6, to “reinforce” concepts and to take into account children’s “different levels of 
maturity”. However, other parents felt this was too repetitive and that there was not enough progression, 
with too much detail being given initially in Year 4. A couple of parents suggested that we should extend the 
topic further still and should include information about safe sex, sexual health and internet safety in Year 6. 
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Some parents felt the DVDs were “age-appropriate”; others felt they were “odd”, “old fashioned” or needed 
to be “updated”. One person found characters in the DVD series “too liberal”. Several people commented 
that it had been helpful to borrow the DVDs or to watch clips of them during the parents’ meeting. 
 
Conclusions 

 The majority of parents, according to this survey, are at least satisfied with the current provision of 
Sex Education at KWPS.  

 

 We need to ensure that the parents’ right to withdraw their child is real, by suggesting an alternative 
activity for any children not taking part. 

 

 In addition we could look for an alternative DVD series, which might be less repetitive/old-fashioned, 
less explicit for Year 4, and could be used alongside the current series. This would also make time-
tabling easier when there are 6 classes to share the DVDs between!  

 

 We should communicate clearly to parents (in the Sex Education letter and meeting) that the topic of 
puberty and periods is covered in detail in Year 4, despite not being a focus of the first DVD.  

 

 It would be interesting to survey the pupils about Sex Education, to see if their views match their 
parents’. 

 

 Finally, we already have in school the DVD and teaching pack in the series we currently use, aimed 
at KS1. It might be something that KS1 or possibly Foundation Stage could incorporate into their Life 
Cycles planning, to develop progression across the school.  

 
Number of returned questionnaires = 27 
 (3 responses referred to more than one child; 1 response did not include information about gender/ year 
group of child). 
 
1) Gender/year group of children: 

 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Total 

Boys 2 (7%) 7 (2%) 3 (10%) 12 boys (41%) 

Girls 7 (2%) 5 (17%) 5 (17%) 17 girls (59 %) 

Total  9  12  8  29 pupils 

 (31%) (41%) (28%) 100% 

 
2) Attended parents’ meeting about Sex Education: 

Yes 17 (63%) 

No 10 (37%) 

 
3) Comments about inappropriate content/coverage of Sex Ed at KWPS: 

Year 4 is too young to begin Sex Ed;  
should be less detailed/explicit in Year 4  

6 responses 
(22%) 

Unnecessary to see childbirth  1 response 
(4%) 

Order of topics not logical:  
puberty should be taught before sexual intercourse is. 

3 responses 
(11%) 

We should extend topic of Sex Ed further. 2 responses 
(7%) 

 
How happy are parents with the Sex Education policy at KWPS? 
 

Rating: Responses: Percent:   

1 (very happy) 12 44% Satisfied or above 

89 % 2 6 22% 

3 (satisfied) 6 22% 

4 1 4% Less than satisfied  
11% 5 (dissatisfied) 2 7% 

 


